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Morton Faculty 

Former Morton 

School faculty  

members gathered 

at the Morton All-

School Reunion 

held this past year. 

See more highlights 

from the reunion on 

page 11. 

Mary Sanek, Marion Klimmek, Jackie Kokesch, Ann Foley, Marlys Mathiowetz, Tom Jacobson, Judy 
Zachariason, Nadine Weber Christenson, Bonnie Martinez, Bonnie Scheitel McKnight, Mary Revier 
Blue, Sandy Schrank, Randy Picka, Lynette Lothert. 
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“Redwood Area Education Foundation” 

“Redwood Area Schools Alumni” 
rbuyck@redwoodareaschools.com 

Share with us!  We would love to hear from you! Everyone loves to catch up on what their classmates 

and friends are doing.  Send your pictures & your stories.  Let us know where you are and what you’re doing 
and we’ll include it in the next issue of Alumni News and Views!   
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Cardinal Country is published by the  
Redwood Area Education Foundation.   

Please send questions, suggestions, comments, kudos and  
address changes to:  

 

Redwood Area Education Foundation,  
100 George Ramseth Drive, Redwood Falls, MN 56283 

rbuyck@redwoodareaschools.com  |   507-644-8023. 
 

Please visit our website to subscribe OR email your name and ad-
dress to rbuyck@redwoodareaschools.com if you no longer wish to 
receive a paper copy of Cardinal Country.  An electronic copy will 

then be sent for all  future publications.  Thank you!  

If you have an upcoming reunion, please email us!  We’ll gladly share it on our alumni 

Facebook page! 
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2024 Class Reunions 

Redwood Falls High School, Class of 1964—60th Reunion; October 5, 2024 
Front Row: Sharon (Allex) Kohls, Roberta (Panitzke) Kohlhof, Mike Nelson, Dwight Neale, Mike Warlop, Gwen 
(Western) El Sawi, Judy (Gray) Curtis, Mary (Dennistoun) Miller, Tom Huhnerkoch 
Second Row: Konnie (Sowder) Jensen, Marsha (Egle) Guggisberg, Toni (Otto) Fredrickson, Julaine (Heit) Bohn, 
Karyl (Pratt) Beeman, Jane (Heiling) Syverson, Karen (Hertling) Kaufenberg, Laurelyn Simondet, Elaine 
Malecha, Kathy (Wegner) Krinke, Linda (Jensen) Nesburg, Katherine (Corcoran) Schoen 
Third Row: Barbara (Felska) Schindele, Karen (Bjornstad) Rogotzke, Ernest Cady, Jim Rebstock, Jon Otto, Janet 
(Hanson) Hagen, Judi (Swigart) Beardsley 
Fourth Row: Mark Peterson, Virgil Gluth, Jim Tersteeg, Jim Franklin, Lyn Tangen  

Back Row:  Janice (Wohnoutka) Olsen; Myrna (Drogosch) Smith; Bill Willcox; Tom Sauter; Burlyn Barnes; Mary 
Jo (Vinar) Vollmer; Laurence Steinhaus; Carol (Parker) Garnhardt; Joyce (Jensen) Johnson, Jay Hornbacher 

The Redwood Falls High 
School Class of 1957 
held its 67th reunion on 
Thursday, September 
26.   
 

Pictured Front Row:   
Louis Swoboda; Dee  
(Altmann) Ouren; Art 
Werner; Sylvia Seifert; 
Judy (Warner) Penske; 
Lucille (Fidler) Lienig 
 

Second Row:  Susan 
(Symes) Larsen; Ardyth 
(Schroeder) Steinhaus; 
Karen (Davis) Loock; 
Letha (McClintock)  
Castle 
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The Redwood Falls High School, Class of 1969, 55th reunion was held Sept. 14. The Redwood Falls Class of 1969 
has long held the record of being the largest class to graduate before consolidations occurred. It also donated 
$10,000 to the local Dollars for Scholars organization, which results in a $500 scholarship each year in their name.  
 

Pictured front row: Paulette Simning Lindeman, Char Ulrich Morrow, Patrick Schoffman, Carol Iverson Woulfe,  
Charlene Schramm, Pam Christensen Savage, Barbara Canaday Robertson, Herb Viergutz and Bob Hoffman 
(teacher). Back Row: Bev Keil Czmowski, Tom Sheimo, Doug Wohnoutka, Gary Simondet, Larry Rohlik, Ron Morrow, 
Lee Patten, Darold Schmidt, Gary Meinert, Greg Young, Carol Stramel Lindeman, Alycen Bloedow Stewig, Jan  
Nelson, Don Nolting, Gwen Bohlke, Terry Palmer, Joanne Hess McGowan, James Okins, Linda Tetrick Duehn, David 
Melges, Shelley Blegen Jenniges, Steve Nelson, Darlene Zachow Kopischke, Ivar Kaardal and Steve Zimmer.  

Redwood Falls High School, Class of 1974—50th Reunion; September 7, 2024 
Front Row: Dick Weltsch, Cindy Becker Pope, Dawn Woelfel Branson, Vicki Bartholomaus Meyers, Kay Cherry La-
Valley, Colette Christensen Anderson, Kevin Heinrich, Bobbie Wakeman Heinrich, Linda Moen Jensen, Jamie Foy 
Welter, Mary Ruder Daniels, Jodi Luckhart Blom, Barb Hagert Hildebrandt, Shayne Garman, Linda Schmidt Thornton, 
Ann Nelson Jones, Deb Salewske Schramm, Roxanne Bohlke Reski, Paula Kodet Person   
Second Row: Sue Dwyer Drummond, Theresa Keaveny, Tom Duscher, Mary Leopold DeWolfe, Rick Hardy, Galen 
Meyers, Peggy Young Dolezal, Greg Filzen, Martha Driscoll Nelson, Shelley Barker Hirman, Cindy Bartelt Schablin, 
Shirley Breikreutz Hoffman, Barb Keltgen Parliman, Linda Heiling Haak, Keith Sams, Craig Melges, Doug Vanderwerf, 
Cindy Nemitz Swierenga 
Back Row: Mark Palmer, Mark Diehl, Paul Manning, Pete DeWolfe, Brad Limoges, Bernie Willhite, Ray Anderson, 
Scott Clark, Linda Mariner U’Ren, Marcia Fluck Hoffman, Pat Mariner Serbus, Kevin Miller, Brenda Schmidt Boklep, 
Paul Holtan, Jim Hildebrandt, Fred Bloedow, Rick McVenes, Brad Schewe 
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Belview Class of 1964 
60 Year Reunion: 
 

Dale Davis, Bonnie 
(Clarken) Tipcke,  
Diane (Kuehn) 
Asche, Carolyn 
(Larson) 
Huhnerkoch, Marie 
(Hultquist) Clausen, 
Tom Kohls, Ruth 
(Nelson) Boyle, 
George Gunelson, 
Karen (Muetzel) 
Lemcke, John 
Gunelson, and  
Robert VanHee.    

Redwood Falls High School, Class of 1984—40 YEAR REUNION: 

First Row:  Mark Janning, Scott Norman, Julie Gordon, Kim Nordby.  
Second Row: Melanie (Olson) Cook, Pam (Smith) Iverson, Karen (Kissner) Tubbs, Kris (Kuehn) Kappes, Shelly 
(Robbins) Hinderman, Bryon Evers. Third Row:  Bonnie (Kramer) Vik, Amy (Poss) Tomsche, Lori (Vanderwerf) 
Taube, Jody Olerud, Teresa (Warner) Schmidt, Pamela (Revier) Sehgal, Cheryl (Pettis) Pedrolie, Julie (Hanson) 
Irey, Julie (Kretsch) Noyes, Ramona (Wendt) Fennern, Brad Becker, Connie (Liebl) Lechner.  
Back row: Lisa (Jensen) Prater, Donna Henning, Tim Nesburg, Jon Dixon, Tim Beske, Dallas Einck, Troy Amberg, 
Rodney Thiel, Bob Hovick, Tim Otto, Jess McCorkell, Heidi Herron, Todd Childs.  
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The Morton All-School Reunion brought together over 460 
alumni and guests for an unforgettable evening at Jackpot 
Junction.  The event was a celebration of shared history and 
cherished memories, with attendees enjoying dinner, a short 
program and plenty of time to socialize. 
 

The gathering offered the opportunity for alumni to connect 
with classmates, reminisce about school days, and celebrate 
the relationships that were built while attending Morton 
schools.  Photos, yearbooks, and memorabilia from past years 
were on display.  The program highlighted the importance of 
the reunion as a way to continue the traditions of Morton 
High School and the lifelong friendships that formed during 
school years.  It also served as a reminder of the shared pride 
in the community’s history and traditions. 
 

Thank you to all who attended and contributed to the success 
of this special event.  We look forward to future reunions and 
opportunities to celebrate the Morton school community! 

Mary Lou Kodet—1952.  The football captain that escorted her for 
1951 homecoming, also escorted her to the all school reunion. 

Oldest classmates in attendance 
were Ray Thomson (1946) and Robert Tretbar (1948). 

A special gathering of former queens was held at 
the Morton City Park earlier in the day. 



 

12 

This past fall, the Redwood Area Education 

Foundation celebrated Craig Hillier, Rick  

Ellingworth, Denny Stoterau, Joyce (Jensen) 

Johnson and Don Yrjo at its annual Hall of 

Fame induction ceremony (see below). 

Congratulations to the 2024 inductees! 
 

We are honored to announce the newest  

inductees to be honored at our 2025 event, 

which will take place on Saturday,  

September 27th: 
 

Alumni: Jeff Radel 

Community: Craig & Cindy LaBrie 

Staff/Faculty: Margie Buckley, Wayne Junker  

2024 Hall of Fame Ceremony 

Consider nominating someone you  feel is deserving of being inducted into the Hall of Fame!  Please visit the  
Redwood Area Education Foundation website, or contact Rachael Buyck to obtain a nomination form.   

 

rbuyck@redwoodareaschools.com   |   Nominations are due by March 31st. 
 

All nominees are chosen by a selection committee comprised of community members, school staff and RAEF members who review all applica-
tions & determine the inductees.  Nominees not selected for induction are carried over to the following year. Nominations will be reviewed 

and considered for five years & may be re-nominated at any time.   
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 Major Gifts & New Dollars for Scholars Scholarships 
 
 

Redwood Falls Senior Center established the Donald Frank Memorial Scholarship 
a $500 annual award for a student who shares their vision of making a difference in the 
lives of others, just as Don did.  
 

The Redwood Area Hockey Association, established the Redwood Area Hockey Association Scholarships, 
awarded to active members of the Redwood Valley Hockey team. 
 

Richard and Julie Bodensteiner, for the establishment of the Richard and Julie Bodensteiner Scholarship. 
Rich, a Class of 1978 graduate, established this scholarship in honor of his parents, Leo and Mary Ann Boden-
steiner, as a way to help students excel in their careers and share the value of education with others. 
 

Michael Vollmer, generously gifted $15,000 to create the Michael Vollmer Legacy in Agriculture Scholar-
ship, supporting students entering ag education or ag business, which Michael dedicated his career. 
 

Jan Jacobsen, contributed a $25,000 gift to establish the Jan Petersen Jacobsen Scholarship, now awarded in 
her memory. 
 

The Orrin S. Estebo Foundation continued it’s support, providing a $25,000 donation to create the Estebo 
College Scholarships, furthering Orrin’s legacy in education. 
 

Bruce and Katheryn Byram for the establishment of the Bruce and Katheryn Byram Education Fund. 

Sue Tiffany was not only a beloved member of the Redwood Falls community, but she was such an important 
part of Redwood Area Schools for decades. Sue loved being around students - whether tutoring math, sub-
bing in the classroom, or knitting stocking hats for the wrestlers. She was one of the most selfless people to 
ever walk our halls and truly cared about ALL kids. She had a special way of connecting with students that was 
truly one in a million. She meant so much to so many. Her love for education, the Redwood Area School Dis-
trict and our community ran deep.  

"One of Sue’s great joys was spending time at the Redwood Falls High School. She was a substitute teacher 
and tutored students in math until she was 87 years old. Sue took pride in knitting stocking hats for all the 
wrestlers. Being a lover of music, Sue and John attended every band and choir concert they could. Spending 

time with young people and supporting them in their activities energized her. In 1999, Sue was honored to be inducted to the Red-
wood Area School’s Hall of Fame. Sue was an involved member of the First Presbyterian Church, serving on numerous committees, 
acting as the church librarian and singing in the choir for over 60 years.”  Sue passed away on March 16, 2025, at the age of 93. 
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The Redwood Area Dollars for Scholars, Orrin S. Estebo Chapter, is 
proud to recognize the graduates of the class of 2025.  This year, our 

chapter was able to award 105 scholarships, totaling $110,500!  
We are grateful to be able to support our students with their collegiate 

expenses.  Congratulations to the following 2025 seniors:   

Mason Anderson 

Jim & Ann Lasley Schol.: $500 
Nuvera/R.T. Rodenberg  

Scholarship: $1,000 

Elway Berg 

Sgt. Brent Koch  
Memorial Scholarship 

$500 

Alexis Altmann 

Farmers Union Ind. Schol: $1,000 
Orrin Estebo Scholarship: $500 
Otto Family Scholarship: $500 

Reitter Family Scholarship: $500 

William Ahrens 

Western Family  
Scholarship: $500 

Nick Stanton Scholarship: 
$1,000 

Kayla Andries 

Elmer & Julia Kaardal/
Viking Coke/Rotary  
Scholarship: $500 

Kayla Bill 

Michael’s Challenge Schol: $1,000 
Orrin Estebo Scholarship: $500 

Patricia Burgemeister Vollmer 
Memorial Schol.: $500 

Ryder Crawford 

Janice Petersen Jacobsen 
Scholarship: $1,250 

Kilen Cilek 

Helen & Ruth Peterson  
Scholarship: $5,000 

Redwood Area Hockey Asstn. 
Scholarship: $500 

Lillian DeBlieck 
Steve Family Leadership  

Scholarship: $500 
Women in STEM Scholarship: 

$2,500 

Annabelle Eriksen 
Jean Stephany Schol.: $1,000 

Rwd. Area Theater Schol.: 
$1,000 

Inez Crowdog 
Scott Larson & Robin  

Stegner Scholarship for the 
Environment: $500  

Griffin Evans 

Limoges Family Schol.: $500 
Loren Jacobsen Memorial 

Scholarship: $1,000 
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Cali Johnson 

Dash Ellingworth/Jeff Jensen  
Memorial Scholarship: $1,250 
Orrin Estebo Scholarship: $250 
Winifred Balkenol Schol.: $500 

Adrian Gottfried 

Orrin S. Estebo  
Scholarship 

$500 

Cayden Johnson-Mariner 

Barbara Hoepner Medical Schol: $1,000 
Donald Frank Memorial Schol: $500 

Matthew & Lindsay Johnson  
Scholarship: $500 

Orrin Estebo Scholarship: $1,000 
 

Caitlin Flinn 

Rose Schottenbauer  
Andersen Scholarship 

 $500 

Kendall Huhnerkoch 

Jan Phillips Nursing  
Scholarship: $2,000 

Robin Stegner & Scott Larson 
Scholarship for Nursing: $500 

Trinity Hutchinson 

Patricia Burgemeister 
Vollmer Scholarship  

$500 

Kooper Johnson 

Redwood Area Hockey 
Asstn. Scholarship 

 $500 

Kanyon Hicks 

Bremer Bank Schol.: $500 
Don & Vera Tiffany Schol.: $500 

George Ramseth Scholarship: 
$1,000 

Aubree Keehl 

Jan Phillips Nursing  
Scholarship: $2,000 

Joyce McKay Nursing  
Scholarship: $750 

Jordan Kathermann 

Orrin S. Estebo  
Scholarship 

$500 

Thomas Gerke 

Brian Anderson Memorial 
Scholarship: $500 

RWF Public Utilities/SMMPA 
Scholarship: $1,000 

Thomas Fischer 

Jan Phillips Nursing  
Scholarship: $2,000 

Redwood Area Hockey 
Asstn. Scholarship: $500 
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Ella O’Keefe 

Darr Family Scholarship: $500 
Eberlein-Stoterau/Kathryn Olson/

HomeTown Bank Schol.: $500 
Meister/Swartz Families  

Scholarship: $500 

Jordan Matson 

Michael Vollmer Legacy in 
Agriculture Schol.: $750 

Phillip McKay Memorial Ag. 
Scholarship: $500 

Shaun Matthews 

Donald P. Tiffany  Schol: $500 
Gordy Jensen/RWF 

Sportsmen’s Club Schol.: $500 
Orrin Estebo Scholarship: 

$1,500 

Gracelyn Malecek 

Jan Phillips Nursing  
Scholarship: $2,000 
Tom & Mary Gross  

Family Scholarship: $500 

Madalyn Munsell 

Fuhr Family Scholarship 
$500 

Ethan Louwagie 

Don Tiffany Scholarship: $500 
Lucille Nelson Memorial/
Nelson Salvage & Towing 

Scholarship: $500 

Ellie Nelson 
Minnwest Bank M.V. Schol: 1,500 
RWD Area Hosp. Found./James &  

Lynn Burchett Schol: $500 
Redwood Family Dental  

Scholarship: $500 

Julia Lang 

Class of 1969  
Scholarship 

$500  

Tallulah Kremin 

Vic & Olga Engberg/
Bernicks Pepsi Scholarship 

$500 

Landyn Nordby 
Burmeister Family Schol: $1,000 
Col. William R. Cook Schol: $500 

Myrl & Jeannine Barnes  
Schol.: $500 

Orrin Estebo Schol: $1,500 

Morgan Kodet 

Helen & Ruth Peterson  
Scholarship 

$5,000 

Isabella Kleinhuizen 

Nathan & Valerie  
Stephens Family  

Scholarship 
$500  



 

21 

Heather Pantizke 

Jan Phillips Nursing 
Scholarship 

$2,000 

Chance Pendleton-Sam  

Tom & Mary Gross  
Scholarship 

$16,000 

Aidan Salmon 
Henry & Mary Jo Boots  

Scholarship: $500 
Minnwest Bank M.V.  
Scholarship: $2,000 

Norma Flinn/Tersteegs/Class 
of ’82 Scholarship: $500 

Easton Sandgren 

Cedar Heart Homes 
Asstd. Living of Franklin 

Scholarship 
$1,000 

Andrew Peterson 

Smetak Family  
Scholarship 

$500 

If you are interested in joining 
our scholarship community and 
making a difference in the lives 
of our students, please visit  our 

website for more information 
about our program, or contact 

Rachael Buyck at 507-644-8023  
or 

rbuyck@redwoodareaschools.com. 
 

Together, we can continue to  
support the bright futures of 

our students. 
 

Thank you for your continued  
support! 

 

Sincerely, 
The Redwood Area Dollars for  

Scholars Board of Directors 

Addison Schmidt 

Orrin Estebo Schol.: $1,000 
 

Richard & Julie  
Bodensteiner Scholarship 

$500 

Tevin Sivixay 

George Ramseth  
Scholarship: $1,500 

Mandy Nieland Memorial 
Scholarship: $500 

Ashton Stephens 

Bremer Bank  
Scholarship: $500 

Brian Ahrens Memorial 
Scholarship: $2,000 

Mitanski Wabasha 

Patricia Burgemeister 
Vollmer Memorial  

Scholarship 
$500 

Andrew Willemssen 

Orrin S. Estebo  
Scholarship 

$500  

Hailyn Ourada 

Julie Gordon & James  
Gordon Scholarship: $500 
Orrin Estebo Scholarship: 

$2,000 
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James Hopfenspirger - Class of 1965 Memorial Photography Scholarships 

The James Hopfenspirger Memorial Photography Scholarship was established to honor the memory of James R. Hopfen-
spirger, a 1965 graduate of Redwood Falls High School and proud U.S. Navy veteran. After serving in the Vietnam War, Jim 

dedicated 36 years to the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN, where he worked as a physician assistant in cardiothoracic surgery 
and as a medical photographer.  Founded by Dr. Michael Hopfenspirger, James's son, the scholarship represents Jim’s love 
for photography and his connection to the Redwood Falls community. It is awarded to Redwood Valley High School juniors 
and seniors who demonstrate talent and passion for photography, serving as a tribute to an art form that was an important 

aspect in both Jim’s personal and professional life. 

“Nature’s Mirror” 
Kooper Johnson 

1st Place ($1,000) 

“Mexican Midnight”   
Thomas Fischer 

2nd Place ($500) 

“Frost on the Pond” 
Izzy Kleinhuizen 
3rd Place ($300) 
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Your gifts power all that we provide.   
We are incredibly grateful for your generous response to our annual fund drive & your 
support. From ECFE programs for our youngest learners, to scholarships for our gradu-

ating seniors & college students, we are honored to be able to make a difference in  
Redwood Valley classrooms and the lives of Redwood Valley students.    

 

 

       To find out more information about our programs, please visit our website:           

                                  www.redwoodareaeducationfoundation.org. 
  

Give A Gift:   

Online: www.redwoodareaeducationfoundation.org—Click Donate! 

By Mail: Redwood Area Education Foundation, 100 George Ramseth Drive, Redwood Falls, MN 56283 
 

For more information, or to further discuss ways in which we can assist you with leaving a legacy within our  
district, contact Rachael Buyck at 507-644-8023 or rbuyck@redwoodareaschools.com. 
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