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Retirement Congratulations!Retirement Congratulations!

Please join us in congratulating this year's Redwood Area Schools retirees: Bonni Guetter,
paraprofessional (32 years), Esther Hammerschmidt, Spanish teacher (19 years), and Laurie Sturgeon,
elementary teacher (19 years). We are grateful for the care and committment each has made over the
years, and we wish them all the best as they begin this exciting new chapter.

In MemoriamIn Memoriam

Richard Frederiksen
Belview Class of 1951

Hall of Fame, Inducted 2009

We were saddened to learn of the
passing of Hall of Fame inductee
Richard Frederiksen. Richard was
inducted into the Redwood Area
Schools Hall of Fame in 2009 in
recognition of his accomplishments. 

We extend our sincere sympathy to
the families and friends of Richard,
and all of our alumni, faculty and
staff members who have passed
away recently. 

Belview
1965 - Bruce Gyrting
1971 - Donald Gunelson

Staff/Faculty
Sue Osborne
Carolyn Laufenburger

Morton
1952 - Alfred Toltzman
1957 - David Butzer
1957 - Veronica (Sullivan) Hecht
1960 - Kenneth Eckhart
1960 - Francis Whetston
1961 - John Lothert
1962 - Ellen (Simning) Toltzman
1963 - Karen (Greenslit) Toren
1975 - Carl Lund
1976 - Neva (Hanson) Simning
1977 - Patti Schoen
1983 - David Schultz

Redwood Falls
1943 - Florence (Kraemer) Stanz
1945 - Dorothy (Hagen) Grasmon
1946 - Marguerite (Lechner) Tetrick
1955 - Glenn Wallert
1960 - Bruce Warner
1963 - Helen Van Slooten
1964 - James Tersteeg
1965 - Donald Okins, Jr.
1972 - Mark Schell
1979 - Helen (Polk) Lueder
1980 - Edward Hindermann
1982 - Tim Frederiksen

Please note that, despite our best
efforts, this listing may not be

complete. If you are aware of an
omission, we would appreciate

hearing from you so we can honor
those individuals in future

publications.
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BONNI GUETTER
Paraprofessional

32 Years

BONNI GUETTER
Paraprofessional

32 Years

ESTHER HAMMERSCHMIDTESTHER HAMMERSCHMIDT
Spanish Teacher

19 Years

LAURIE STURGEONLAURIE STURGEON
Elementary Teacher

19 Years



“Redwood Area Education
Foundation” 

“Redwood Area Schools Alumni”

Find us on
Facebook!
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Celebrating 50 years!Celebrating 50 years!
This year marked the 50th anniversary of the
first Minnesota State High School League Girls
State Basketball Tournament.

Redwood Falls represented Region 3A at that
inaugural tournament, held at the Met Center
in Bloomington, and went on to become the
first Class A State Champions!

As part of this year's celebration, the
Minnesota State High School League invited
players and coaches from that first tournament
to be recognized and honored for helping lead
the way for girls basketball in Minnesota.

This year marked the 50th anniversary of the
first Minnesota State High School League Girls
State Basketball Tournament.

Redwood Falls represented Region 3A at that
inaugural tournament, held at the Met Center
in Bloomington, and went on to become the
first Class A State Champions!

As part of this year's celebration, the
Minnesota State High School League invited
players and coaches from that first tournament
to be recognized and honored for helping lead
the way for girls basketball in Minnesota.

YOU CAN VIEW THE ORIGINAL 1976 PROGRAM HERE!
HTTPS://WWW.MSHSL.ORG/SITES/DEFAULT/FILES/2026-03/1976-GIRLS-BASKETBALL-SOUVENIR-PROGRAM.PDF

Isabella Ceplecha at the 50  anniversary event.th

Inaugural tournament bracket.
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Celebrating the 2025
Hall of Fame Inductees

This past fall, the Redwood Area Education foundation
celebrated Jeff Radel, Craig & Cindy (Schmidt) LaBrie,
Margie Buckley and Wayne Junker at its annual Hall of
Fame induction ceremony. 

We are honored to announce the newest inductees to
be honored at our 2026 event, which will take place on
Saturday, September 26th:

Alumni:  Michelle Janning
Community: Jim Buckley & Joni (Nieland) Ogdie
Staff/Faculty: David Madsen, Sue Baldwin & Sue Jones
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Wayne Junker, Jeff Radel, Margie Buckley, Cindy & Craig LaBrie

Hall of Fame

Redwood Falls High School; Class of 1998
Bachelor’s Degree from St. John’s University; Master’s from St. Mary’s University;
Administrative Licensure from the University of Minnesota
Former teacher at Clearwater Middle School (Waconia) and Meadowbrook
Elementary (Hopkins)
Current Principal at Glen Lake Elementary
Held in high regard by students, staff, and the community for his leadership and
connection
2022 West Suburban Leadership Award, Minnesota Elementary School Principal
Association
One of three finalists for the 2025 National Distinguished Principal award from
Minnesota
Established multiple initiatives, including Glen Lake’s student-driven effort raising
nearly $1 million for an accessible playground that welcomes children of all abilities

JEFF RADEL
A LUMN I

Redwood Falls High School Alumni 
 (Cindy – Class of 1982, Craig – Class of 1983)
Returned to Redwood Falls in 2013 with a mission to give back
Co-founded Celebrate Redwood Falls in 2014
Organized the city’s 150th Sesquicentennial celebration, which became
NightFalls
Established annual community events: NightFalls, Fire & Ice Festival, Summer
Splash, Francois Haunted Hotel and Monsters on Main
Craig: Over 30 years in commercial construction, leading projects across the
Pacific Northwest
Cindy: Long career at Microsoft; now working in project management
Active volunteers in local organizations including Rotary, Port Authority, Lions,
Redwood Area Chamber & Tourism, and more!

CRAIG & CINDY
LABRIE
COMMUN I T Y



Bachelor’s from Southwest Minnesota State University; 
Master’s from Mankato State University
40-year 4th grade teacher at Reede Gray Elementary (1972–2012)
Known for classroom traditions: joke of the day, tie-cutting, fairy tale plays,
chalkboard sketches, and hands-on experiments
Two-time Teacher of the Year (1982 & 2012)
Author of “Oh, Paul Bunyan!” and several student plays
Served 7 years on the school board, plus involvement with coaching, the
Redwood Area Education Foundation, Hospital Board, Historical Society,
and more!
Announcer for Cardinal basketball for 25 years
Continues serving the community through his work at the Redwood Falls
Public Library

WAYNE JUNKER
S TA F F / F ACU L T Y

Consider nominating someone you feel is deserving of being inducted into the Hall of Fame! 
Please visit the Rwd. Area Education Foundation website, or contact Rachael Buyck to obtain a nomination form.

rbuyck@redwoodareaschools.com  |  Nominations are due by March 31st.

All nominees are chosen by a selection committee comprised of community members, school staff and RAEF
members who review all applications & determine the inductees. Nominees not selected for induction are carried
over to the following year. Nominations will be reviewed and considered for five years & may be re-nominated at

any time.

B.S. in Education/Special Education – St. Cloud State University
M.S. in Curriculum & Instruction – Mankato State University
45 years in education, with 44 at Redwood Valley Schools
Began her career in Special Education
Helped create the Alternative Learning Program (ALP) at Redwood Valley
High School; served as Director until retirement in 2013
Continued to substitute teach until 2023
Earned the Minnesota Association of Alternative Programs State Award for
the top ALP Project in the state
Named Redwood Area Schools Teacher of the Year, 2010–2011
Known for believing in students who needed a different path to succeed
Active volunteer with RWF Food Shelf, Friends of the Library, Service
Enterprises, ACE, Share the Spirit, and more!

MARGIE 
DEPAUW - BUCKLEY

S TA F F / F ACU L T Y
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2025 Class Reunions2025 Class Reunions
REDWOOD FALLS HIGH
SCHOOL  CLASS OF 1964
61-YEAR REUNION

The Class of 1964 recently gathered for
the first of what will become an annual
reunion. Classmates voted to continue
getting together each year, with the
next reunion scheduled for August 15,
2026, at Jackpot Junction, where they'll
celebrate their 80th birthdays together!

Pictured: Jim Rebstock, Konnie (Sowder)
Jensen, Jim Tersteeg, Karen (Hertling)
Kaufenberg, Elaine Malecha, Linda
(Jensen) Nesberg

REDWOOD FALLS HIGH SCHOOL - CLASS OF 1970
55-YEAR REUNION

Front Row: Gene Nelson, Merle Pettis, Art Boyle, Gary Dirlam, Sonya (Wittwer) Enabnit, Debbie
(Weedman) Schwiess, Mark Bestick
Second Row: Judy (Panitzke) Peterson, Diane (Young) Spieth, Sue (Byrum) Berg, Beverly (Brown)
Nelson, Mary (Lussenhop) Calhoun, Valerie (Kratzke) Sorenson, Patty Boggess, Linda (Nolting)
Dahmes 
Third Row: Gail Bellig, Jan (Salewske) Swoboda, Doug Lennick, Steve Ruder, Kathy (Schmidt) Luepke,
Debbie (Sanden) Hastings, Teresa Kramer, Deb (Werner) Wertish, Doug Tiffany, Kim (Sykes) Taylor
 

Forth Row: Steve Dording, Jim Erickson, Steve Tersteeg, Tom Breitkreutz, Dave Stramel, Mike
Zschunke. Not Pictured: Randy Dahms

7Reunions



REDWOOD FALLS HIGH SCHOOL - CLASS OF 1975
50-YEAR REUNION

Front row: Kim (Hogan) Olafson, Lisa (Evenson) Nyhusmoen, Brenda (Castle) McKnight, Sandi
Smith, Lorri (Randgaard) Heiling, Sandy (Prahl) Heiling, Tim Wittwer, Jan Honnix, Mark McKay

Middle row: Deb Dirlam, Jan (Neudecker) Raddatz, Julie Redman, Patti (Kenney) Chatta, Kelly
Kretsch, Lura Lee (Boots) Jackson, Shari (Liebl) Dorival, Jeff Weyer

Back row: Scott Olafson, Bob (Lee) Schrank, Scott Hennen, Jim Palmer, Curt Baune, Mike Pryor,
Doug Theil, Greg Schmidt, Kevin McKay, Greg (Knute) Knudson, Jason Ulrich, Dave Lapp, Kevin
Kuehn
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Front Row: Amy Puls, Jeanne (Jacobson) Limoges, LeAnne (Vagle) Sawatzky, Marlys (Pratt) Skoblik, Deb
(Scoates) Disher, Mike Disher, Patricia (Filzen) Kutzorik, Paula (Bennett) Olson, Dean Kretsch, Marcia
(Weber) McKenna, Laurie (Kindler) Kerkhoff, Jolene (Buhler) Kissner, Michele (Ulrich) Lindeman, Diane
Houtkooper, Michael Radniecki (teacher), Mary Radniecki, Barb (Waugh) Fitzmorris, Bonnie (Hoffbeck)
Buysse, Jan (Morrow) Lynass, Tim Ryan, Nancy (Nolting) Miller, Larry Kuglin, Jim Jacobson, 
Bruce Tiffany, Jeff Potter, Bruce Eckhart.

Back Row: Dennis Iverson, Alan Dresow, Mark Machart, John Buckley, Bill Bloedow, Joel Jorgenson,
Lynette (Willhite) Stellmacher, Julie Ulrich, Ken Kohler, Kevin Sparrowgrove, Richard Aarons, Kevin
Revier, Dean Busack, Kevin Zimmer, Randy Dolezal, Randy Tetrick, Rob Palmer, Dan Gegner, 
Leo Bodensteiner, Chuck Schmidt

REDWOOD FALLS HIGH
SCHOOL 
CLASS OF 1980
45-YEAR REUNION
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Upcoming ReunionsUpcoming Reunions

Front row: Angela (Woodford) Craighead, Rhonda
(Storch) Madsen, Gabriel Prescott, Joseph Sindelir,
Michele (Thiel) Carlstrom.

Middle row: Elizabeth (Salmon) Mokaya, Paula
(Zilka) Herrig, Teri (Walberg) Smith, Eric Suedbeck,
Nicole Lanoue.

Back row: Eric Madsen, Nicole (Thiel) Sanow, Valerie
(Johanneck) Stephens, Nathan Prouty, Josh Dahmes,
Mike Davis, John Jenniges.

REDWOOD FALLS HIGH SCHOOL 
CLASS OF 1995
30-YEAR REUNION REDWOOD FALLS HIGH SCHOOL 

CLASS OF 2005
20-YEAR REUNION
Top to Bottom: Mark Yrjo, John Sperl,
Lacey (Gewerth) Danhoff, Devyn Morris,
Bryan Busack, Rachel (Sandvold) Flygare,
Brian Fluck, Katrina (Young) Dorantes,
Megan (Kuehn) Benedict, Jennifer (Kolp)
Bakkelund, Megan (Pantizke) Robinson,
Doug Nichols, Alison Schroeder, Bob
Okins, Jordan Albu

Reunions

 Redwood Falls High School
Class of 1957

69  Year Reunion th

Thursday, September 24, 2026 at 12:00 
Redwood Falls Pizza Ranch

Joyce Jensen Johnson: 507-430-5344

August 15, 2026 
Jackpot Junction

REDWOOD FALLS HIGH SCHOOL
CLASS OF 1964
Annual Reunion

Planning a class reunion?
Let us know! 

We'd be happy to share
your reunion on the

Redwood Area Schools
Alumni Facebook page

and include it in our next
alumni newsletter!
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A Year of New
Beginnings
It's hard to believe the first school year
at the new Redwood Valley Elementary
School is already in the books.

As students and staff settled into the
new building last fall, they also began
enjoying the outdoor spaces that
quickly became part of everyday school
life. The Janning ECFE Nature-Based
Playspace has provided young learners
with opportunities to explore, create,
and play, while the Paul and Marvel
Pryor Plaza has become a welcoming
gathering place with buddy benches,
outdoor seating, and space for classes
and lunch outside.

One of the highlights of the fall was an
open house that gave staff, families,
and community members a chance to
see the finished spaces and celebrate
everything that had been accomplished.

These projects were made possible
through the generosity of donors, the
fundraising efforts of the Redwood
Area Education Foundation, and the
strong partnership with Redwood Area
Schools. Together, they have created
spaces that students are already
making their own, and that will
continue to serve our community for
many years to come. Top:

A portion of the new Yvonne & Heinz Janning ECFE Nature-
Based Playspace, featuring climbing areas, a large sand
play space, art easels and activity tables, a water play
feature, a construction zone with oversized building blocks,
and a slide hill. Establishment by Lifestyle Landscapes.

Middle:
Current and former Early Childhood staff joined Yvonne
Janning to celebrate the grand opening of the Yvonne &
Heinz Janning ECFE Nature-Based Playspace.

Left:
The beautiful Paul and Marvel Pryor Plaza provides a
welcoming space for students to gather, connect, and
enjoy the outdoors. Landscaping was completed by
Buckey's Nursery.

What’s happening?
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Our Shared StoryOur Shared Story
This past year, the Redwood Area Education Foundation
completed a historical timeline display in the middle/high
school entrance. It explains the history of education in our
communities, from the earliest one-room schoolhouses to
Redwood Area Schools today. If you're back in the building for
a reunion, Hall of Fame ceremony, concert, or another school
event, we hope you'll take a few minutes to stop and enjoy it.

What’s happening?

1853
The first Lower Sioux School is established;
the Lower Sioux Agency School building
(shown here) is constructed in1905.

1906
Morton School
graduates its first class.

1889
The Belview District is
established in a single-room
school house.  The school
pictured here is built in 1897.

1886 
Redwood Falls first graduating
class and teacher.

1936
Fire destroys the Redwood Falls High
School.

1924
The cornerstone of Lincoln Grade School is
laid.

1959
Jefferson School in North
Redwood consolidates
with Redwood Falls

1936
The Works Progress Administration
(WPA) constructs the Memorial Field
Complex and other community projects. 



The Redwood Valley Middle School/High School building is constructed. Redwood Falls School District (#637) consolidates with
Morton School District (#652) to form Redwood Falls

Morton School District (#2758).

Belview School District (#631) joins Redwood Falls Morton School District
(#2758) to create Redwood Area Schools (#2897).

Redwood Valley Elementary is constructed and
begins serving Pre-K-4  grade students.th

Morton students in grades 7-12 begin attending Redwood Falls High School, connecting
the neighboring communities.

12What’s happening?

 Cardinal Country is published by the Redwood Area Education Foundation to keep  
 alumni, friends, and supporters connected with Redwood Area Schools.

If you have alumni news, upcoming class reunions, story ideas, comments or address
changes, please contact us.

                      

Rachael Buyck
Executive Director

Redwood Area Education Foundation  |  100 George Ramseth Drive, Redwood Falls, MN 56283  |  507-637-0230
rbuyck@redwoodareaschools.com

Stay Connected. We’d love to hear from you!

1971
Redwood Catholic School of the
Precious Blood, located on Activaid
Rd, consolidates with Redwood
public schools.

1960
The last single-room school house in
Redwood County closes.
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Made possible by the Morton Area Community Foundation,
the Morton Park now has an outdoor community ice rink!

New Pickleball Courts at Ramsey ParkNew Pickleball Courts at Ramsey Park

What’s happening?

Ramsey Park has a new place to play! 
The pickleball courts, located at the Lower Shelter
across from the zoo and near the campground.
Thanks, Friends of the Park!

Redwood Falls Public Library Expansion ProjectRedwood Falls Public Library Expansion Project
The Redwood Falls Public Library expansion project has officially begun. While the necessary funding
for the renovation has been fulfilled, fundraising efforts continue for unexpected costs and upgrades.
Interested?  Contact the Redwood Falls Public Library at 507-616-7420! 

Community members and visitors now have an easier
way to enjoy “Lake Redwood”.  Paddleboard and kayak
rentals are now available through the new Paddle
Share program!  Since the dredging project, the water
has seen an increase in activity - boating, swimming,
fishing, and ice fishing!

Morton’s New Outdoor Ice RinkMorton’s New Outdoor Ice Rink

Paddle the Waters of Lake RedwoodPaddle the Waters of Lake Redwood

Former library on the corner
of 4  & Jefferson.th

Current library on 5th & Lincoln, adjacent from the
former RFHS site.



Redwood Valley students had another memorable year with state appearances in cross country,
gymnastics, wrestling, speech, knowledge bowl, tennis, track and field and robotics.  The FFA chapter was
named the Top Premier Chapter in the nation for the Growing Leaders division. 

One of the year's biggest moments came at the state track meet, where junior Lucas Fuhr broke
Chad Hilton's school record in the 200m dash. Hilton's record had stood since 1985.

Many of these participants are children and grandchildren of Redwood Valley alumni.
Congratulations to all of the students, coaches, advisors, and families!

2025-2026 highlights:
FFA: National Premier Chapter - Growing Leaders
Boys Cross Country: 3rd Place at State
Girls Cross Country: 4th Place at State
Knowledge Bowl Team: 4  Place at Stateth

Tennis: Zack Lundeen 4  Place, State Singlesth

Track & Field: Lucas Fuhr: 4  Place at State 100m & 200mth
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Student Success

A few editions ago, we featured the opening of Chapter 2, the
downtown bookstore purchased and renovated by Joni (Nieland)
Ogdie. Since then, Joni has expanded into the neighboring building,
now known as The Annex. The space includes additional books,
reading areas, and room for meetings or community events.

The building has served many purposes over the years. Longtime
residents may remember paying utility bills there, shopping at
Gambles, stopping into Sew 10, or shopping at Dave's Appliance before
they moved to the former Ford building.  It's wonderful to see another
historic downtown building brought back to life while preserving a
piece of Redwood Falls' history!

The Next Chapter!

What’s happening?



Learn more about our scholarships, endowments, educational grants, initiatives or
making a gift by visiting our website or contacting the Foundation office.

www.redwoodareaeducationfoundation.org

Future Leaders Academy Scholarship
Penny Christy FACS Scholarship
Pamela Ebbesen Scholarship for Nursing
Pamela Ebbesen Scholarship for the Environment
Fischer Laser Eye Center Scholarship
Doug Karsky Memorial Scholarship
Frank Munshower Memorial Scholarshp
Prescott Family Scholarship
Nancy Tripp Memorial Scholarship
John & Sue Tiffany Memorial Scholarship
Peabody Farms Faculty Development Fund
Sue Tiffany Excellence in Education Fund

Funding teacher grants that enhance
learning and innovation.
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THE REDWOOD AREA 
EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Foundation Impact

INVESTING IN
Educational Excellence

Thanks to the generosity of alumni, families,
businesses, and friends, the Foundation

continues to create opportunities, enhance
learning, and support students.

2026 EVENING OF THE STARS
The Redwood Area Dollars for Scholars, Orrin S.

Estebo Chapter, awarded nearly $123,000 in
scholarships this spring.

& FUNDS ESTABLISHED
NEW SCHOLARSHIPSNEW 

IN 2026 BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
MAKING AN IMPACT
Supporting students from preschool through
graduation.

Providing assistance to students in need
through Cardinals Care.

Enhancing early learning and play with the
ECFE playspace.

Honoring excellence through the Hall of
Fame.

OUR MISSION  IN  ACTION

Every gift, large or small, helps create opportunities for students in the Redwood Area School District.
Thank you for your support!

rbuyck@redwoodareaschools.com

507-637-0230

Your legacy lives here.Your legacy lives here.

CARDINALS CARECARDINALS CARE

Providing support
and resources to
students in need.

Helping students
achieve their

educational goals
through financial

support.

SCHOLARSHIPSSCHOLARSHIPS

Encouraging
educators to bring

creative ideas to life
in their classrooms.

TEACHER GRANTSTEACHER GRANTS

Celebrating the
accomplishments of

alumni, staff, and
community
members.

HALL OF FAMEHALL OF FAMEPROJECT INITIATIVESPROJECT INITIATIVES

Providing support
and resources to
students in need.
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