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The Redwood Area 
 Dollars for Scholars,  

Orrin S. Estebo Chapter, is 
proud to recognize the 

graduates of the class of 
2024.  This year, our  

chapter was able to award 
87 scholarships, totaling 
$97,600! We are grateful 
to be able to support our 

students with their  
collegiate expenses.   

Congratulations to the  
following 2024 seniors:   

Aubriella Dixon 
Donald P. Tiffany Scholarship: $500 

Mandy Nieland Memorial  
Scholarship: $500 

Myrl & Jeannine Barnes  
Scholarship: $500 

Brynne Farasyn 
Tom & Mary Gross  

Scholarship: $16,000 

Hannah Bender 
Orrin S. Estebo 

Scholarship:  
$500 

Lilly Beermann 
Henry & Mary Jo Boots 

Scholarship: $500 
Lucille Nelson Memorial  

Scholarship: $500 
Smetak Family Scholarship: $500 

Lauren Dolezal 
Helen & Ruth  

Peterson Scholarship:  
$4,800 

McKenna Flinn 
Orrin S. Estebo Scholarship: $1,000 

Julie Gordon & James Gordon Schol: $500 
Norma Flinn/Tersteegs/Class of 1982  

Scholarship: $500 
Rose Schottenbauer Andersen Schol: $500 

Morgan Franklin 
Helen & Ruth  

Peterson Scholarship: 
$4,800 

Murphy Fox 
Orrin S. Estebo  

Scholarship: 
$1,000 



 

3 

Anneliese Hammer 
Don Tiffany Scholarship: $500 
Otto Family Scholarship: $500 
Scott Larson & Robin Stegner 
Schol. for the Environment: 

$500 

Brandon Lang 
Jim & Ann Lasley  
Scholarship: $500 

Cole Johnson 
Orrin S. Estebo  

Scholarship: 
$1,000 

Jacob Hildebrandt 
Colonel William R. Cook 

Scholarship: $500 

Kenzie Lundeen 
Dash Ellingworth/Jeff Jensen  

Memorial Scholarship: $1,000 
George Ramseth Scholarship: $1,000 

Fuhr Family Scholarship: $500 
Nuvera/R.T. Rodenberg  

Scholarship: $500 

Max Fuhr 
Phillip McKay Memorial 
Agriculture Scholarship 

$500 

Mila Jenniges 
Matthew & Lindsay Johnson 

Scholarship: $500 
Redwood Family Dental  

Scholarship: $500 
Reitter Family Scholarship: $500 

Taylor Klabunde 
Bremer Bank Scholarship: $500 
Burmeister Family Scholarship: 

$1,000 
Orrin S. Estebo Scholarship: $2,000 

Taia Koplin 
Orrin S. Estebo  

Scholarship: 
$1,000 

Kylee Larsen 
Class of 1969  

Scholarship: $500 
Farmers Union Industries 

Scholarship: $1,000 

Marissa Jasperson 
Patricia Burgemeister 

Vollmer Memorial  
Scholarship: $750 

Shyanna Johnson 
Winifred Balkenol  

Scholarship: 
$500 
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Madisyn Mertens 
Jan Raduenz Phillips Nursing  

Scholarship: $3,000 
Nathan & Valerie Stephens Family 

Scholarship: $500 
Robin Stegner & Scott Larson  
Scholarship for Nursing: $500 

Michelle Smith 
Jan Raduenz Phillips Nursing 

Scholarship: $3,000 
Redwood Area Hospital Found./
James & Lynn  Burchett/Western 

Family Scholarship-$500 
Joyce McKay Nursing 

Scholarship: $500 

Oliver Smith 
Brian Anderson Memorial  

Scholarship : $500 
David Norman Memorial  

Scholarship: $500 
George Ramseth Scholarship: $1,500 
Orrin S. Estebo Scholarship: $1,000 

Skyler Sherbon 
Elmer & Julia Kaardal/Myrl 
& Jeannine Barnes/Viking 
Coke/Rotary Scholarship: 

$500 

Avery Sperl 
Orrin S. Estebo  

Scholarship 
$500 

Ava Shaw-Kerkhoff 
Cedar Heart Homes Assisted  

Living of Franklin Scholarship: 
$1,000 

Don and Vera Tiffany  
Scholarship: $500 

Blake Stephens 
Sgt. Brent Koch Memorial  

Scholarship: $500 
Steve Family Leadership  

Scholarship: $500 
Minnwest Bank Scholarship: 

$3,000 

Ashlee Schueller 
Minnwest Bank  

Scholarship: $1,500 
Nick Stanton  

Scholarship: $1,000 

Emmerson McCorquodale 
Patricia Burgemeister Vollmer 
Memorial Scholarship: $750 

Karsyn Ramey 
Jean Stephany  

Scholarship: $1,000 
Michael & Patricia Vollmer 

Scholarship: $750 

Kharma Mathiowetz 
Barbara Hoepner Medical 

Scholarship: $1,000 

Brode Lydick 
Loren Jacobsen Memorial 

Scholarship: $1,000 
Lucille Nelson Memorial 

Scholarship: $500 
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Olivia Stoterau 
Darr Family Scholarship: $500 

Eberlein-Stoterau/Kathyrn Olson/
HomeTown Bank Scholarship: $500 

Meister/Swartz Families 
 Scholarship: $500 

Talon Two Clouds 
Orrin S. Estebo  

Scholarship: 
$500 

Andres Vetsouvanh 
Orrin S. Estebo  

Scholarship 
$1,000 

Avery Wilson 
Bremer Bank  

Scholarship: $500 
Women in STEM  

Scholarship: $2,500 

Brooke Zollner 
Dr. Thomas & Mary Gross  

Family Scholarship 
$500 

Elyse Vogland 
Orrin S. Estebo  

Scholarship: 
$500 

We would like to express our deepest gratitude to all the 

generous donors who have made these scholarships  

possible. Your support plays a crucial role in helping our 

students achieve their academic and career goals. 
 

If you are interested in joining our scholarship community 

and making a difference in the lives of our students, please 

visit  www.redwoodareaeducationfoundation.org for more 

information about our program, or contact Rachael Buyck 

at  507-644-8023 | rbuyck@redwoodareaschools.com.  
 

Together, we can continue to support the bright futures of 

our students. 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 
 

Sincerely, 

The Redwood Area Dollars for Scholars Board of Directors 

https://www.redwoodareaeducationfoundation.org/dollars-for-scholars
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James Hopfenspirger - Class of 1965 Memorial Photography Scholarships 

 

“Blew by the Blue” - Madisyn Mertens 
1st Place ($1,000) 

“Sunshine” - Anneliese Hammer 
2nd Place ($500) 

“Bee of the Falls” - Journey Ockwig 
3rd Place ($300) 
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Brandon Lang, son of Keith and Janel (Thiel ‘94) Lang, was a three sport athlete and multiyear varsity letter 

winner in Football, Basketball and Baseball.  His impressive skills earned him All-Conference honors in all 

three sports, along with Receiver of the Year award for the football district.  This fall, Brandon will be contin-

uing his academic career at Mankato State University, pursuing a degree in Construction Management. 

Mila Jenniges, daughter of Tina (Phan ’93) and John (’95) Jenniges, was a two-sport letter winner in Tennis 

and Golf, earning All-Conference honors twice in Tennis and four times in Golf.  Her dedication and skill to 

the sport of golf have led her to the state level three times, achieving 8th place individually in her junior year 

and helping her team secure a 5th place finish.  As a senior, she earned another trip to the state tournament 

and finished in 7th place this spring. Beyond her athletic achievements, Mila is actively involved in various 

extracurricular activities, including Gymnastics, Student Council, Band, Jazz Band, Pep Band, Solo & Ensem-

ble, Drumline and National Honor Society.  Looking ahead, Mila plans to attend Mankato State University in 

the fall, where she will continue her golfing career and pursue a degree in dental hygiene.  

Senior Cardinal Excellence Award Finalists 

Female Finalists: 
Mila Jenniges 

Tina (Phan) ‘93 & John ‘95 

Avery Wilson 
Angie (Stephens) ‘97  

Kenzie Lundeen 
Long time educator Matt Lundeen  

 

Male Finalists:  
Brandon Lang 

Janel (Thiel) ‘94 

Max Fuhr 
Oliver Smith 

           Anna (Radel) ‘93 

Congratulations to this year’s award winners: Mila Jenniges & Brandon Lang! 
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Curt Hokanson, RASD Faculty 

Curt Hokanson, former educator in the Redwood Falls School District, passed 

away at age 82 on February 12, 2024.    According to his obituary, Curt grew up in 

the Tracy/Slayton, MN area. He attended Augustana University and Mankato State 

University before spending his career inspiring students in library science and 

business in Jasper, MN from 1963-1989.  He served in the military from 1967-

1969, where he worked evenings at Central Texas Junior College, helping service 

members attain higher education.  He continued his teaching career in Redwood Falls in 1989, until his 

retirement in 2005.  Curt is survived by his wife of 53 years, Ilene, three children: Steve ‘91 (Tonsha), 

Karen ‘99 (Kristopher) and Mark ‘02 (Marie), seven grandchildren and sister, Marilyn.   

Curt’s full obituary can be found at www.mcnearneyfuneralhome.com 

https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_436b5bd8-b799-11ed-a068-02d27c623f41&WidgetId=3985408
https://www.mcnearneyfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Curt-J-Hokanson?obId=30731706
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“Redwood Area Education Foundation” rbuyck@redwoodareaschools.com 

Share with us!  We would love to hear from you! Everyone loves to catch up on what their classmates and 

friends are doing.  Send your pictures & your stories.  Let us know where you are and what you’re doing and we’ll 

include it in the next issue of Alumni News and Views!   

Alumni News and Views, Redwood Area Schools, 100 George Ramseth Drive, Redwood Falls, MN  56283 

Name________________________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________ _______ State__________ Zip_____________________ 

Year of Graduation/School_____________ Email_____________________________________________________________  

 

Comments_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Would you like us to include email or address information in the Alumni News? : Email_____ Address____ Neither____      

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064507491918
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064507491918
mailto:rbuyck@redwoodareaschools.com
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The Class of 2004 celebrated their 20th year reunion on June 29th at 

the Redwood Falls Golf Club. Front Row: Shandra Bavier, Krista 

(Potter) Schroeder, Kate (Maland) James, Krista (Nelson) Okins, 

Sarah (Nelson) Hoyt, Courtney (Bohn) Sowder, Kristi (Curry) Hill, 

Dani (Omtvedt) Haas.  Back Row: Braxton Zieske, Matt Johnson, 

Travis Bavier, Ken Wolmutt, Tyler Baune, Jessica (Bennett) Meek-

er, Laura (Rasmussen) Bruns. 
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Photo: Redwood Gazette 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100076288231254


 

15 

Cardinal Country is published by the Redwood Area Education Foundation. 

Please send questions, suggestions, comments, kudos and address changes to: 

 

Redwood Area Education Foundation 
100 George Ramseth Drive 
Redwood Falls, MN 56283 
Email: rbuyck@redwoodareaschools.com 
Call: 507-644-8023. 
 
Please email your name and address to rbuyck@redwoodareaschools.com or visit our             Rachael (Bloedow) Buyck (‘03) 

website to subscribe, if you no longer wish  to receive a paper copy of Cardinal Country.              Redwood Area Educ. Foundation  

An electronic copy  will then be sent for all  future publications.  Thank you!                 Executive Director       

2024 Hall of Fame Inductees Announced 

The Redwood Area Education Foundation is honored to announce the 2024 inductees into the Redwood Area 

Schools Hall of Fame.  This year’s inductees have made significant contributions to our schools, community, and 

beyond, exemplifying the spirit of excellence and  demonstrating outstanding dedication to their professions, com-

munity service, and personal achievements.   
 

The 2024 Hall of Fame induction ceremony will take place on Saturday, September 28, 2024, at 3:00 p.m. at the 

Redwood Valley High School.  The event will include a formal induction ceremony and reception, celebrating the 

achievements and legacies of these distinguished honorees.  We are proud to honor those who have made lasting 

contributions to our schools and community. 

Rick Ellingworth:  44 years of service 

at Redwood Area Schools,  

 including roles as educator, coach, 

activities director, principal, and 

superintendent. 
 

Denny Stoterau: 39 years of service at 

Redwood Area Schools,  

 including roles as educator, coach, 

community education director, 

dean of students, and athletic/

activities director.  
 

Don Yrjo: 35 years of service at  

 Redwood Area Schools, including 

roles as educator, coach, and high 

school principal. 
 

Craig Hillier: Redwood Falls High 

School Class of 1985; distinguished 

author and motivational speaker. 
 

Joyce Johnson:  Lifelong volunteer 

with a distinguished record of ser-

vice both locally and globally.  Also, 

RFHS Class of 1957. 
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